In June 2025, TETRARCHs conducted two work-
shops around the Tharros archaeological site in
Sardinia. We wanted to explore what kinds of in-
formation about the past are meaningful and
thought-provoking for local communities. The work-
shop participants included a lawyer, two fisher-
men, a sommelier, a retail worker, a farmer, a
trainer and a basketball player, alongside several
international archaeologists and representatives
from the nearby cultural organisation Fondazione
Mont’e Prama. True to the community, partici-
pants communicated in Italian and enjoyed re-
freshments together afterwards in local establish-
ments — a restaurant near Tharros and a gym in
the town of Oristano.

In the first workshop, they created their own multi-
media data about the site. Some of that data is
featured here via below QR-code, as photographs
taken by the participants overlain with their own
words.

The community connected with Tharros in em-
bodied, sensuous ways. They referenced local
knowledge of the land in their data, for example
the ‘Mistral’ wind, the warmth of stone, and the
smells of plants like Helichrysum. They wanted to
relate to the past through human experiences:

In the second workshop, participants offered
much-needed depth and personality to Tharros,
weaving their individual knowledge together with
the site’s historical record. Such richness is often
missing from archaeological datasets:


https://www.tetrarchs.org/index.php/2025/09/01/tetrarchs-impacts/
https://www.tetrarchs.org/index.php/2025/09/01/tetrarchs-impacts/

The data archaeologists collect shapes the stories
they are able to tell. This, in turn, impacts local
communities’ abilities to understand their own
identity and sense of place in relation to the past.

Our workshops demonstrated the feelings of po-
wer, legitimacy and possibility that come when
local and archaeological datasets are merged into
stories that represent multiple perspectives:

Everyone is disenfranchised from archaeological
knowledge when the data doesn’t serve their uni-
que interests. The TETRARCHs workshops help to
evidence that incorporating relatable, local, sen-
sory knowledge into research practice supports
connection, care and accessibility across commu-
nities.

TETRARCHs workshop participants

We are very grateful to our participants in Sar-
dinia: Andrea Balleri, Alessandro Battaglia, Nico-
letta Camedda, Pinuccio Carrus, Valeria Casu,
Marta Cubadda, Steven Ellis, Erika Fadda, Nicola
Mureddu, Viviana Pinna, Matteo Pitzalis, Eric Poeh-
ler, Emilie Prince, Luca Simbula, Carlo Urrai, and
Dorothy Zhu.



